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THE PARRAMATTA RIVER CATCHMENT GROUP
The Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) is a regional group of local councils, state
agencies, community and landholder representatives whose aim is to work together to
sustain the health of the Parramatta River catchment.
The full group, consisting of approximately 40 representatives, meets twice a year to discuss
natural resource management issues and how the group can work collaboratively. The
PRCG sub-committees deliver the strategic actions and collaborative projects which enable
the councils and agencies to build partnerships, exchange information and pool resources.
Financial member organisations
The following member councils and NSW government agencies contributed financially
towards the operational costs of the PRCG.
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Memorandum of Understanding members
These member councils and NSW government agencies
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding which forms
the principal agreement to work collaboratively.
Ashfield Council
Auburn City Council
Bankstown City Council
Blacktown City Council
City of Canada Bay Council
Holroyd City Council
Hunters Hill Council
Leichhardt Municipal Council
Parramatta City Council
City of Ryde Council
Strathfield Municipal Council
Sydney Water Corporation
Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management
Authority
NSW Office of Environment & Heritage (formerly
Department of Environment, Climate Change and
Water)
NSW Department of Primary Industries
NSW Office of Water (formerly Department of Water
and Energy)
NSW Fire Brigades
NSW Maritime
Parramatta Park Trust

Associate members
These organisations also participate in the PRCG full group
meetings and projects, representing landholder, community
and regional groups.
Association for thegreeningof
Bidjigal Reserve Trust
Blacktown and District Environment Group
Callan Park Bushcare Group
Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation
Lake Parramatta Reserve Bushcare
Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna Preservation
Society
Sisters Bay Bushcare
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OVERVIEW
Vision
The Parramatta River is one of Australia’s greatest and best known waterways. Its
catchment is valued and celebrated by the community for its rich history, healthy natural
environment and vibrant outdoor spaces.
Aim
The Parramatta River Catchment Group aims to lead efforts to sustain the condition and
ecological function of the Parramatta River, its tributaries and catchment lands across the
local government areas of Ashfield, Auburn, Bankstown, Blacktown, Canada Bay, Holroyd,
Hunters Hill, Leichhardt, Parramatta, Ryde and Strathfield.
Objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To facilitate information exchange and support between member organisations and
officers.
To identify natural resources in the catchment.
To identify threats to these natural resources.
To set priorities.
To coordinate natural resource management efforts across multiple organisations.
To identify measures to protect and rehabilitate the catchment’s natural resources.
To seek and obtain government grants and other sources of funding.
To develop, initiate and oversee natural resource management projects.
To arrange technical support from other sources such as other government
agencies and tertiary and research institutions.
To help develop the technical capabilities of councils and council staff.
To build community support and involvement in natural resource management.
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THE PARRAMATTA RIVER CATCHMENT
The Parramatta River extends from Blacktown Creek in the west to the confluence of the
Lane Cove River in the east (at Clarkes Point). The Parramatta River is the largest river
entering Port Jackson. The river is tidal to the Charles Street Weir in Parramatta,
approximately 30 kilometres upstream from Sydney Heads.
The total area of the catchment is 257km2. The majority of land in the Parramatta River
catchment is managed by local government, including the councils of Ashfield, Auburn,
Bankstown, Blacktown, Burwood, Canada Bay, The Hills, Hunters Hill, Holroyd, Leichhardt,
Parramatta, Ryde and Strathfield. Other major land managers include Sydney Olympic Park
Authority, Bidjigal Reserve Trust and the Shell Clyde Refinery.
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COORDINATOR’S REPORT
After returning from a year’s maternity leave in late August, it
has been exciting to see how much the PRCG has
continued to grow and expand and also look at the long-term
direction of the organisation. I wish to acknowledge the work
and energy that Rosanna Luca contributed during her time
as Coordinator and her efforts in helping to steer the PRCG
forward.
At the beginning of this year, several new projects were at
their inception and these have continued to expand and
develop throughout the year. For example, the Growers for Greenspace project which has
been highly successful at recruiting and training new volunteers in plant propagation.
This year also saw the PRCG’s flagship project, the $1.93 million Working to Sustain the
Parramatta River, come to a close and officially finish in September. This three year project
provided councils with a practical opportunity to learn & implement new ways of managing
stormwater through using Water Sensitive Urban Design principals. I would like to thank
Parramatta City Council for being the lead council for this project and to thank Katrina
Speers for her exceptional skills in managing the project throughout the three years.
Many of the projects that the PRCG is undertaking are at the forefront of natural resource
management and are leading the way in delivering practical outcomes for the environment.
For example, the Being Aware About Biodiversity project delivered a series of trial
workshops in August aimed at raising awareness of biodiversity amongst council outdoor
staff in several local government areas within the PRCG. This project has generated interest
across the state in implementing similar training within both regional and urban councils. The
PRCG has packaged this training as a workshop resource and has made it freely available
for all councils to use.
There are numerous other exciting initiatives being planned for the coming years ahead,
including the development of the PRCG Strategy which will provide opportunities for greater
linkages with member council’s long-term strategic plans and will ensure the PRCG
continues to work towards its vision of creating a healthy catchment for all.
I would like to thank all members of the Parramatta River Catchment Group who I work with
regularly for their professionalism and continued support. In particular I would like to extend
special thanks to Lesley Diver and all the staff at the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority for their commitment and assistance to the PRCG as host agency.
Leanne Hanvey
PRCG Coordinator
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THE FULL GROUP
Meetings of the full PRCG group are held twice a year for the councillor, technical officer,
community and landholder representatives.
In 2010-2011, the full group meetings were held on:
11th November 2010 hosted by Hunters Hill Council
Main Agenda Items:
• Presentation & Discussion on ABC’s Catalyst segment focussing on water quality
in Sydney Harbour and the Parramatta River
• Discussion on the Implementation Plan review
12th May 2010 hosted by Holroyd City Council
Main Agenda Items:
• Presentation on the Georges River
• Presentation on a Strategic Direction for the PRCG
• A separate training session on Natural Resource Management was held for
PRCG member Councillors prior to the main meeting
Member organisations represented at each full group meeting:
Member organisations

Ashfield Council
Association for thegreeningof
Auburn Council
Bankstown City Council
Bidjigal Reserve Trust Board
Blacktown and District Environment Group
Blacktown City Council
Callan Park Bushcare
City of Canada Bay Council
City of Ryde Council
Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation
Office of Environment and Heritage
Holroyd City Council
Hunters Hill Council
Lake Parramatta Reserve Bushcare
Leichhardt Municipal Council
NSW Fire Brigades
Parramatta City Council
Parramatta Park Trust
Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna Preservation Society
Sisters Bay Bushcare
Strathfield Municipal Council
Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority
Sydney Water
Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils
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PRCG PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES
The PRCG undertakes regional, collaborative projects that assist in addressing one or more
issues affecting the local environment, for example, stormwater pollution, increasing
biodiversity corridors or environmental education initiatives. Depending on the focus of each
project, a wide variety of stakeholders may be involved, including council officers, residents,
businesses or specific community groups such as those from culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds.
Three sub-committees currently operate within the PRCG representing the following themes:
Biodiversity, Stormwater, and Estuary Management.
The PRCG sub-committees were established as part of the recommendations of the PRCG’s
Implementation Plan and their aim is to progress the initial actions of the Plan and further
develop opportunities for addressing regional issues relating to each theme. The subcommittees are made up of technical staff from member councils and agencies in the
catchment and they enable councils and agencies to build important partnerships and
networks, pool resources and reduce duplication in some key environmental areas.

BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT
Three regional projects focussed on biodiversity have been progressed this year with all of
them continuing further in the year ahead. Each of these projects have involved the majority
of PRCG member councils and demonstrate the benefits of working together when
addressing environmental issues.

Growers for Greenspace

“Residents with a green thumb have the chance
to learn new skills in propagating and growing
native plants for revegetation sites in the
Parramatta River catchment”.
This 18 month project, funded by a NSW
Environmental Trust grant, aims to promote the
protection and rehabilitation of biodiversity
corridors on both public and private land across
the Parramatta River catchment. Ashfield,
Bankstown, Canada Bay, Hunters Hill and Strathfield (lead council) are all contributing both
in-kind and cash contributions to match the $78,600 grant.
The project is training and assisting community members to propagate and grow local native
plants in their own backyards, courtyards and balconies for revegetation projects in the
Parramatta River catchment.
The project commenced in June 2010 with a part time project officer recruited in July 2010.
The first phase of the project involved the development and distribution of publicity material,
technical and safety information to assist the volunteers, development of the volunteer
recruitment process (using examples from other Council Bushcare programs), and
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purchasing adequate insurance cover for the volunteers while they work at their own
residences.
Promotional material for the project was distributed widely via community groups, council
libraries and customer service centres, local festivals and events, mayor’s messages,
relevant websites, and media articles and advertisements in local newspapers. The publicity
campaigns ran from July to August 2010 and
from November 2010 to January 2011 to
coincide with the commencement of the
accredited training classes.
The project has recruited 85 volunteers, who
have completed the three day nationally
accredited training in Plant Propagation Basics.
The training was delivered by North Ryde
Institute of TAFE and six separate classes of 15
students each were held from September 2010
to April 2011.
In addition to the accredited training, each participant has been provided with the necessary
materials required for propagating their plants at home, including greenhouses, potting mix,
gloves, watering cans etc. They have also been invited to join an online technical support
forum where they can ask questions and receive advice on any difficulties they may be
facing in looking after their plants. Currently there are 49 members on this forum.
Collectively, these volunteers are propagating over 15,000 native seedlings that will be
planted at six revegetation sites across the catchment. These include: Ismay Reserve,
Homebush; Riverglade Reserve, Huntleys Cove; Robson Park, Haberfield, Arthur Walker
Reserve, Concord West; Rose Park, Sefton; and another reserve in Strathfield LGA. Two
successful planting days have already occurred with another six planting days organised
from July to September 2011. Participants have been encouraged to attend these
community tree planting days and be involved in the final stage of planting their seedlings in
the ground.
A thank you to Sue Stevens, Project Officer, who is doing a fantastic job delivering this
project and a big thank you also to the steering committee members who have been actively
supporting the project, particularly Strathfield Council who is leading the project and hosting
the project officer position.
Some quotes from project participants are below:
“We had a great day planting out, it really has been a fantastic project to be a part of, a great
sense of achievement, thanks again for all of your hard work...”
“ So glad to be a part of a sustainable green program – increased my knowledge skills and
confidence with propagating plants. I have become more interested in gardening and
regeneration”.
“I learned what I have been doing wrong all this time. Everyone [in the project] had
experiences you could learn from. I didn’t realise how many things you need to produce a
great plant”.
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BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT (continued)
Being Aware About Biodiversity
“A one day workshop that helps build biodiversity awareness and capacity of local
government outdoor officers”
This $14,000 project, which began in early 2010, aims to build the awareness and capacity
of council officers whose work activities may have an impact on terrestrial and aquatic
biodiversity. The target audience for the awareness program is outdoor staff working on the
ground in positions such as gardeners, greenkeepers, labourers, team leaders and plant
operators (mowers, tractors, poison operators etc).
Funded directly by the PRCG, the first phase of the project involved researching and
collating examples of training delivered to council officers in other parts of Sydney and NSW.
A consultant was engaged to develop a workshop format and deliver two trial workshops for
council officers.
Workshops were held on 4th and 12th August 2010 and were well attended and supported
by outdoor officers from all PRCG councils participating in the project: Ashfield, Auburn,
Bankstown, Blacktown, Canada Bay, Holroyd, Hunters Hill, Parramatta, Ryde, and
Strathfield. A thank you to City of Canada Bay and Blacktown City Council for providing
excellent workshop venues.
The workshop format covers the issues of habitat
protection, chemical use, erosion and sediment
control, council’s legislative responsibilities and
some recommended daily practices to avoid
harmful impacts on biodiversity and natural areas.
Following feedback from the trial workshops, the
training was refined and a resource package of
the workshop materials was developed. As part
of the launch of the resource, the PRCG invited
two managers from Open Space, Parks or
Maintenance within each member council to
attend a free Biodiversity Awareness Breakfast on
5th May 2011. Staff who attended the breakfast
were provided with a briefing on the content and
success of the project, and were encouraged to
ask questions and discuss how future biodiversity
awareness training could benefit their council.
The training was very well received by outdoor staff and there has been anecdotal evidence
of changes in daily practices by outdoor staff who attended the workshops.
This project has also sparked interest in other councils across the state with requests for
further information on the workshops. The PRCG has decided to make this resource freely
available for any council or organisation to use and can be downloaded from the PRCG
website www.parramattariver.org.au.
By the end of June 2010, three councils within the catchment had organised to deliver the
training to all their outdoor staff during the winter months (Blacktown City Council, City of
Ryde and Hunters Hill Council).
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The PRCG is keen to see the Being Aware About Biodiversity program rolled out to all
members and recommends that further workshops are held between June and August to
coincide with the quieter winter months for council outdoor staff.
Other aspects of the program that are still being implemented or pursued include:
•

The development of vinyl stickers with key messages from the training to be distributed
to outdoor staff for placement in various suitable locations, for example, a reminder to
avoid mowing near tree roots to be placed where the mowers are kept.

•

The promotion of the free resource package to other councils in Sydney and beyond.

•

The potential for further grant funding and national training accreditation to roll out the
program to all council outdoor staff in the Parramatta River catchment.

•

Encouraging councils to adopt this training as part of their outdoor staff induction
training.

Comments from some of the workshop participants and their supervisors:
“I learnt a lot about the legal aspects”
“I have been working at council for 2 years and now I realise I have been doing some wrong
things”
“All operations staff should do this course”
“It would be good for management to do the course also”
“The staff thoroughly enjoyed the day and thought it was very informative.”

GIS Workshops - Use of SMCMA spatial information
One of the outcomes from an internal review of the Biodiversity Sub-committee’s priority
actions in June 2010 was the need to clarify what baseline spatial information is now
available for the Sydney metropolitan region (such as terrestrial vegetation, foreshore and
estuarine vegetation, significant wetlands, prioritised corridors etc). Through understanding
what exists, the sub-committee members could then investigate how the information can
best be used at the sub-regional level, to determine priorities for on-ground work, corridors,
collaborative projects and future funding applications across the Parramatta River
catchment.
The PRCG Coordinator and the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority
(SMCMA) subsequently organised two GIS workshops for council biodiversity and GIS
officers across the catchment. The half day workshops were held in November 2010 and
February 2011 with biodiversity and GIS officers from 8 member councils attending. SMCMA
spatial data was also provided to each council for free to use in their programs and spatial
information systems. Feedback on how the SMCMA could incorporate spatial data from
councils to ensure the CMA data remains up-to-date was also discussed.
A quote from one of the participants who attended:
“The day was most enjoyable and useful. The SMCMA is to be applauded for it's
transparency regarding the release of its GIS datasets and metadata documentation to Local
Councils. I have advised several planning and development staff within [my Council]
regarding this data, who have expressed interest in its application for natural resource
management at the local level.”
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Following on from the workshops, the Biodiversity Sub-committee decided to focus on the
development of a regional biodiversity corridor strategy. As a first step, the sub-committee
has begun creating a “mud map” of existing and potential biodiversity corridors across the
catchment and has also begun developing a funding proposal for the strategy. The proposal
will provide an outline of the strategy and the different components involved, for example,
developing consistent, regional methodology and prioritisation of potential corridors; as well
as producing a GIS mapping layer outlining the corridors, core areas and potential buffer
zones. The proposal will also outline potential partners within the catchment, including
councils, state agencies and other major landowners. It is anticipated that the proposal will
lead to engaging consultants to deliver the strategy during the next financial year.
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